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This e-book is part of a series of themed vocabulary books
that aids students in learning Arabic in a fun and simple way!
You will learn essential basics as well as sample

dialogues to practice. If you enjoyed this book and found it
beneficial, be sure to check out the other books in the series
by Bushra on her website: baytbushrateachesarabic.com

There are so many learning resources in Arabic for the

Modern Standard Arabic (Fusha) but limited learning

resources on Levantine, spoken Arabic.

Teacher Bushra has made it her life’s passion to create

material and content in the spoken Levantine dialect of Arabic.
Giving students access to the spoken Arabic is essential to connect
with the people, culture, and history of the Levant region.

For this reason, these e-books are presented and written

in the Levantine dialect, specifically the Damascene dialect

of Syria. Syrian Arabic is broadly understood and it is an easy
dialect to learn as it is very similar to that of the Fusha (MSA) origins.
May we all see a prosperous, lively, and free Levant, Bilad al-Sham.

Please email any inquiries to:
baytbushra@gmail.com

For all courses and more Arabic learning, please visit:
baytbushrateachesarabic.com

Happy studying!

Most Arabic books do not have short vowels or harakat.
Click on the {/ for the audio recordings which will help
you read the vocabulary in this book.

© Bushra Shukairy - Bayt Bushra Teaches Arabic


https://www.baytbushrateachesarabic.com/food-audio-78eid0

1
ATHOME ., .

Let’s cook together.

) )

Kitchen aLbho
To cook QL
| cook &by Ul

She cooks Aukniy Lo
He cooks  Atlhiiga

Here you go! (to m.) Ja Qi
Here you go (to f.) VLAQ]
Tasty duh /wuh

The food is delicious LML Jall
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| want... SCES
| want to eat... dbl CEY
What do you want? Sy gub

Some cooking verb commands:

Stir VAP /Y
Mix thal / blAl
Add VLA / QLA
Knead odacl / Jacl
Cook oAthl/ duhl
Bake ) 69.w|
Boil k)J.C|

Fry \___)J.O|




SAMPLE DIALOGUE: < ,

ToLd U L1AU oy gy LU

Lojoub JAI $ay Ul ...ro000d 1oLy

olAadi . Lojquill squbl $ay: LU

oy JAUI . all oy . LU 408 1A oy
Aaoall ik Jis psi:Ly

In Arabic the verb conjugation for the ‘you’ form changes
depending on if you are speaking to a boy or a girl. For the
verb commands on the previous page, the verb ends in s
when you speak to a girl. If the verb already ends with 5 you
do not another s letter.

The word LJ_n_Q_J or gladiis a commonly used polite way to
say ‘here you are’ when someone gives you something. It can
have other meanings based on context such as “Follow me’,
“After you’, “Go ahead’, “Tell me”.

Usually when someone offers you something you asked
for, or a cup of teq, a plate of food, a gift etc, they will say
Jwaai and it is polite to respond with ;4. or thank you.
Muslims will begin their meal with alJl ;cuus which means ‘in
the name of Allah’. It is a signal that the meal can begin. Or
you can say J.ai again to mark the beginning of the feast.
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EXERCISES

1. In Arabic, how do you say “l want to eat falafel”?

2. In Arabic, how do you tell someone to “cook, mix, bake!”?

3. In Arabic, how do you ask someone “Do you want tea?”

rcmmSs €
T ISTOP 1AT05Y * ¢
o IS oo " |

SIaMsuy
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AT THE GOFFEE SHOP  so0n o s

| would like to order a coffee, please.

Hello, welcome
Welcome (to m.)
Welcome (to f.)
My pleasure

What would you like to order? (to m.)
What would you like to order? (to f.)

| would like to try... (m.)

| would like to try... (f.)

u.nlwqﬂ.chl

LA &

L
L-0J)J / o)A

Sl wwla qib
Tolin’ s gub
i LUpmula
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| would like to order ... ... ilhl (520
I’ll take AU
Turkish coffee duA)j 6gad
Black coffee 0alw 6qA6
Cappuccino Qiuirila
Tea with mint Eli=ilu sUD
Camomile gL
Aslice of cake qila/cliadshs
With sugar JAw &o
Without sugar AW o
A little bit of sugar QIQA A1

What size? Sroanll qib
Small M2 AN
Medium hivg man

Large 1A oAan




SAMPLE DIALOGUE: < ,

Tlloaal Y00 WA Mg A T

&o 6anlg A 6gad sy .Unjo l(Jmi:J-;J
o oJ A

ol G185 69.A6 6anlg .EligLe o)A 0 hgo
froaall

hwq pan iy

Sl b WAy oloi s Lalhgo

o ¢J (Qilh Arlnd Gag 2ol

JVga 10 wlwall . piala e hgo

— CULTURAL NOTE —

When you are making an order in Arabic, it is natural to
say 52 followed by the item and then the number you want.
For example: 6aalq d1jV Uil sy and you can always end your
order by saying please or C1ao1u gJ . You can also just say the
menu item and then 6a1lg (one) and then say Ci1aoiw gJ

As in the sample dialogue, the employee can greet you by
saying Cloaal JAoo0 1A which roughly translates to ‘how can |

be of service’. It is a show of Arab kindness and hospitality.
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EXERCISES

1. Order one Turkish coffee without sugar in Arabic:

2. Tell the barista you want a large size, please.

3. In Arabic, how do you say “l would like to try a slice of cake?”

SN/ ST g ST /51 " ¢

cTa) G b mroTTh " ¢

(Fe$Y) gEbdg fsTp bicTg TbN ATsT 6 AroTm *|
ZSJSMSUV

9



3.
AT THE RESTAURANT ¢, s 5

The check, please!

**See notes dslellcline)

Cliolsy alll
100 welcomes Mg M duo U
Of course/my pleasure/you got it L0)Al/ 0)A]
How many people? TuaALD PA
Follow me please (to m.) V=20 JAQ]
Follow me please (to f.) w0 VLAQ]
Follow me please (to pl.) =0 gLAQ]
| would like a table inside lga gl CEY

| would like a table outside Ip gl Sy
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| would like to try uja wla

| want to order wlhl s
Please (to m.) Claouw gl
Please (to f.) wdaow gl
If possible " UAoo 13l

Appetizers UliQo

Main meal dn sy dung

Drinks Glgquiio

Desserts Wlagla

Soups LoD

Salads Ol

The total / The bill ulwall

The receipt 0jqilQll




SAMPLE DIALOGUE:

Aol cliheg ol

A .Maiwg Ual duo U .Clislsy alll : alhgo
U400 13] Iga @qUa Loy .ualaail € : ol

9 UA09g $olllo Uan wipal il : ol
Caow gl JLio

— CULTURAL NOTE —

In Arab countries there is no tipping. Many restaurants
pride themselves on their hospitality and food and will even
give free tea or sweets to show that Arab hospitality.
When you enter a store, shop, or a food restaurant you
can greet the employee or store owner with
&dl=ll ¢luh =) to announce yourself and thank them for their service.
The phrase &4l=ll cluh =, literally means “May you have good health”.
It's a common greeting when you enter many establishments
in the Middle East. It is also something you say to
appreciate someone’s hard work or effort. The response ¢ldls; alll
returns the prayer and says “May God give you health”.
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EXERCISES

1. Tell the restaurant host you want a table outside if
possible.

2. What is the response to &bl ¢lih <y ?

3. In Arabic, how can you ask for the bill?

IrcTmA b mroTTh " ¢
I F=10TTh "

T onbm M jg1 oo%N "y
SI9Msuy
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4.

AT THE GROGERY STORE ¢, o0

Fruits and veggies.

Onion
Garlic
Potato
Pepper
Mushroom
Zucchini/squash
Eggplant
Carrot
Lettuce
Peas
Tomato

Beef meat Joc donl
Lamb meat wgjla/rodic donl
Chicken eloa
Fish ol
Shrimp U0
Yogurt U
Cheese Airn
Bread [RR
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Apple alai

Banana joo
Watermelon ALy
Pineapple wwlll
Strawberry jJ)o
Berry (WY
Mango Lailo
Orange Uloap
Pomegranate UloJ
Plum 29
Peach/Nectarine Qlja

How much is the total price? ~ fJol5 wlualips
How much did they come out to? Coslih yiual




SAMPLE DIALOGUE:

Slwoa Caic:aalo
K2 oan Wwgh Gaic leih 5 pasll

" (The Grocer)

S8 oA . puig

oJ pznll pasll o lwes Yuhis $ay:aalo
Elide oAy g Al

folwalipA:aalo

Jlga o :gmg'Jl
Aduslellclihs)  JuAQi:aalo
Elolsy alll x5 Al

In the Middle East it is common to buy fruits and
vegetables from outdoor markets and stalls. Some vendors
do not like you to pick your own vegetables and some allow
it. You can ask if they have a certain item and then follow their
lead if they start packing the item for you.

The vendor might ask how much you want of grocery food
item. You can tell them you want a specific number of items or
a weight. 1/2 kilogram is glus ai 1kilogram is glus 2 kilograms
is youdus . Anything more than that is the number (+ 1) glus
(kilogram = 2.2 pounds)
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EXERCISES

Match the Arabic grocery item to the English meaning.

Apple
Yogurt
Bread

Onion

Eggplant

Watermelon

Pomegranate

Potato
Garlic
Fish

Banana

Ualny

Ulaiiy

- pupuDg / " - Ysi4 / € - JIUDS
N - o4plod / “° - aypupiBawod
=2 - uojawIdoM / A0 - Jup|dB63

= - uoluQ / < - ppaig
i - JanBoy /=2 - a|ddy
:s1amsuy

el

Jgo

.

¢t

Ulo)
oqJ
JJ
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